Is HIV infection a risk factor for advanced cervical cancer?
To compare HIV-infected and HIV-negative women with invasive cervical cancer with respect to predictors of advanced disease. A retrospective analysis of 28 HIV-positive and 132 HIV-negative women with invasive cervical carcinoma was conducted and the two groups were compared with regard to stage of disease, demographic and behavioral variables, and risk factors for advanced disease. Overall, HIV-infected women were more likely to have advanced disease, because 78% of HIV-positive women had Stage II to IV compared with 55% of HIV-negative women (odds ratio [OR] = 3.1; p = .03). Substance abuse was strongly associated with HIV infection, as were high-risk sexual variables. Although HIV infection was associated with a threefold increase in advance stage cervical cancer in a univariate analysis, only symptom duration and lack of a recent Papanicolaou smear were significant predictors of advanced disease in a multiple logistic regression analysis. The major predictors of advanced cervical cancer are similar in HIV-positive and HIV-negative women, although the reasons for these predictors may be very different. It is likely that a large proportion of HIV-positive patients with cervical cancer acquire HIV infection after initiation of the neoplastic process.